[Behavior of the somatotroph in prepubertal subjects with underdeveloped gonads].
After a rapid review of the reciprocal effects of hGH and testosterone in somatic development during puberty, the behaviour of the growth hormone after appropriate stimulation was examined in prepuberal subjects with underdeveloped gonads. These subjects revealed defective secretion of the hormone which may be explained by a reduction in the efficiency of the diencephalohypophyseal factors controlling puberty and sexual function.